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To Whom It May Concern: 
During the 2010 spring semester at Eastern Illinois University, I have conducted research on 
Christopher Columbus. I would not have been able to do so without the use of materials available to 
me at the Booth Library. I used many books about Christopher Columbus, teacher tools from the 
Ballenger Teacher Center, and plan to use journal articles from the online database for continuation of 
research. Using the tools readily available to me at the library, I was able to put together a casebook 
and a unit plan. My casebook consists of ten primary sources and two secondary sources that have 
each been summarized, cited, and annotated by myself. The unit plan is a constructive approach to 
teaching about Christopher Columbus with the use of primary sources. The unit plan consists of five 
lesson plans that utilize the primary and secondary sources- found in the casebook afore mentioned-
to teach the subject areas: math, science, reading, and social studies. I have posted all of my work 
onto a website so that it may be easily accessible to all who wish to access it. My pieces of work can 
be found at http://sites.google.com/site/ccrevised/. I also plan to continue my studies by researching 
how teachers teach and what they know about Christopher Columbus. In constructing this 
continuation of research, I plan to utilize the materials readily accessible to me at the Booth Library of 
Eastern Illinois University. 
Sincerely, 
Maegan Walsh 



Extracts from Christopher Columbus's Journal 
Columbus, C. (1492) Christopher Columbus: extracts from journal. Medieval Sourcebook. Retrieved 
from http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/Columbus1.html 
Annotation: Excerpts from Christopher Columbus's journal help to explain what happened during the 
first voyage. He describes the voyage, the land, and the people in great detail. 
Summary: The source provided me with excerpts of Christopher Columbus's journal from his first 
voyage. First, Columbus describes why he wants to voyage in search of India by taking the westerly 
route. First, no one has ever attempted to find India in this route, and, secondly, he will teach them all 
the Christian ways. He sets sail with 2 other ships. One of the ships has some complications before 
leaving mainland, but is restored and the ships take off sailing again. They have a tremendously long 
voyage. After some time, some of the crew members are very doubtful and no longer want to be on 
the voyage. There are multiple times that the captain lies to his crew members on the distance 
travelled. They do this in hopes to keep the men motivated. Throughout their travels, Columbus 
notes all the birds they see. They also come across weeds and crabs in the water. Every time this 
occurs, the men seem to become more hopeful of finding land. At one point, the men think they have 
spotted land, but it ends up being a cloud in the distance. Finally, after much time, the men keep 
finding more and more hints that there is land near. They find different carved tools and red berries, 
for instance, floating in the waters. One of the men spots land, and is going to be highly rewarded by 
the king and queen on their arrival back home for being the first to spot land. The men anchor off 
shore. Columbus describes the people to be "naked" and "poor". The native people are very friendly 
and generous to the newcomers. The natives keep coming to the ships to trade cotton and water for 
different things the ship has. Columbus believes these people are so kind that it will be very easy to 
make them servants and to teach them the Christian ways. Columbus spots gold on one of the natives 
and demands they tell him where they got it from. Columbus ends up taking on board some of the 
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Indigenous Painting 
"Cortes Greets Xicotencatl." Mid-16th century. Detail from Lienzo de Tlaxcala. Archer M. Huntington 
Art Gallery, University of Texas, Austin. Retrieved from 
http://chnm.gmu.edu/wwh/modules/lesson6/pdfs/primar)lsourcepacket.pdf 
Annotation: Provided is a painting done by an Indigenous woman. It represents the meeting of Cortes 
and Xicotencatl. There are many other fragments of painting, displaying more of the scene. 
Summary: The following is a painting done by a native ofTiaxcala. It represents when Cortes first met 
Xicotencatl. In the far upper left corner, there is a group of men, where two of them are on horses. 
All of them are carrying lances, and are wearing brightly colored clothing, and some sort of hat. The 
horses are decorated with bells and colorful harnesses. All of the men seem to be looking at the group 
of native people in front of them, except one man who has his face turned to the man behind him, as if 
they were in conversation, or wonderment of what they are seeing or doing. In front of this group of 
men, a man with instruments and another man with a flag are leading them. Across the center of the 
page, horizontally, is a path with dark foot prints on them. There is a man in blue in the middle, 
shaking hands with a scarcely clothed, caped man. I presume the man in the blue is Cortes, where the 
other man is Xicotencatl. Behind Cortes is a horse, whereas, Xicotencatl has a line of men following 
him. Cortes has a sword, but the other man has no weapon on him. The two men are trading some 
sort of object, but the drawing is not very crisp and it is hard to tell what exactly it is. In the bottom, 
far left corner is two other men, both looking towards the Indian men. One man is on horseback, and 
the other is walking. They too are both holding lances and wearing colorful clothing. To the right of 
the man is a woman standing with a red cape/dress on. Her head is tilted up and she is lifting her arms 
towards the skies. Because of her stature, I would presume that this is Dona Marina, the interpreter 
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The Black Legend 
Bartolome de Las Casas 
Casas, B. The Black Legend. (1542). Retrieved from 
http://www .dig ita lh istory. u h.ed u/ documents/ documents p2.cfm ?doc= 197 
Annotation: The following is a book excerpt from Bartolome de las Casas' book The Black Legend, 
which was published in 1542. In this excerpt, Casas recalls the brutality towards the natives in 1517, 
particularly describing the incident in Cholula. 
Summary: In this book excerpt, Bartolome de las Casas describes, in brief, the brutalities that were 
done unto the indigenous people of New Spain, which is now Mexico. He talks horribly of the 
Spaniards, claiming they have lost all aspect of religion as they conduct outrageous acts of violence. 
The Spaniards, in desire of claiming land for the Crown, murdered and stole from the people of the 
land. Casas claims that the cruel acts only worsened over time. 
Casas then goes into detail of one massacre that occurred in Cholula. When the Spaniards, on 
their expedition, came across this city, all the dignitaries came to greet them. They treated the 
Spaniards very well, and brought them to their leader's home. There, the Spaniards decided it was the 
perfect time to "punish" them. The Spaniards felt the need to make examples of the people they came 
across in order to provoke fear from the surrounding cities. In doing so, the Spaniards invited all the 
leaders and dignitaries to meet with them. They asked them to bring with them five or six thousand 
native bearers. When the leaders went into the building, they were instantly killed, without the 
people outside having any knowledge of the sort. All the people that came with them were mustered 
into the courtyards. Then the Spaniards covered all exits and massacred every one of them using their 
swords and lances. No one escaped. On their way to Mexico City, the king Montezuma showered 
them with gifts. They were then greeted by Montezuma's brother with gold and silver. That very 
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Grade School Social Studies Book Excerpt 
Boehm, R. G., Hoone, C., McGowan, T. M., McKinney-Browning, M. C., Miramontes, 0. B., & Porter, P. 
H. {2000}. From Prehistory to Independence. Social Studies: United States in Modern Time 
(56-58}. USA: Harcourt Brace and Company. 
Annotation: The following is an excerpt from a grade school social studies book. It describes, in brief, 
the different voyages and people who influenced the European travels to the Americas. 
Summary: Spaniards were the first Europeans to reach the Americas. The Spanish rulers sent 
explorers to adventure the lands, both North and South America, in serach of gold and lands for 
settlement. Because the explorers had such a large desire for gold and land, they became known as 
conquistadors, which is the Spanish word for "conquerors". Missionaries also went to spread the 
Christian faith. There were many conquistadors mentioned in the book excerpt. Hernando Cortes, in 
1519 went to, what is today known as Mesko, where he came across the capital of the rich Aztec 
Empire. The ruler, Motecuhzoma, was very welcoming to them, but two years later, Cortes's army 
completey destroyed the Aztec civilztion. Francissco Pizarro, in 1531, destroyed the Inca Empire. In 
1513, Juan Ponce de Leon claimed a part of what is now Florida for Spain. Hernando deSoto and 
Fransisco Vasquez de Coronado also travelled much of what is now the U .S., claiming more lands for 
Spain. They both failed in finding any gold. Mexico was once called New Spain, which was Spain's first 
colony. Many Spanish colonists had plantations and mines. Because they needed workers, they 
enslaved Indians. Much of the Indians had already died from fighting the Spanish, leaving very few to 
become workers. The Indians left to become workers, became very fatigued and died of many 
different diseases. Soon, Colonists were in high desire of slaves, and resorted to capturing people 
from Africa and bringing them back to New Spain as slaves. 
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